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THE  '  WORK  OP  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


for  the  year 


1962 


BOROUGH  OF  MARLBOROUGH 


East  Wilts  Districts  (M.O.H.)  Office, 
1 s  The  Green , 

MARLBOROUGH. 

Telephone  487* 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1962,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  Regulation  15(5)  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959  and 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  l/63.  The  Report  should  deal  with  the 
sanitary  circumstances,  sanitary  administration  and  vital  statistics  of 
the  area,  and  particular  information  has  been  requested  concerning  water 
supply,  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  the  district. 

During  the  year  62  Marlborough  people  died  compared  with  47  in  the 
previous  year.  The  death  rate  of  11.8  deaths  per  1000  population,  which 
has  been  adjusted  by  means  of  a  comparability  factor  which  enables  the 
rate  to  be  fairly  compared  with  that  for  the  country  as  a  whole  or  with 
other  areas,  is  just  a  little  higher  than  that  for  the  county  and  almost 
the  same  as  that  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole.  When  the  causes  of 
death  of  these  62  persons  (34  men  and  28  women)  are  examined  it  is  seen 
that  a  quarter  of  them  were  ascribed  to  various  forms  of  heart  disease 
and  almost  another  quarter  were  deaths  from  cancer, 

Nine  of  the  16  deaths  from  heart  disease  were  described  on  the  death 
certificate  as  deaths  from  diseases  of  the  coronary  arteries  (so  called 
'coronary  thrombosis'  or  angina  pectoris).  There  has  been  a  feeling  in 
recent  years  that  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  this  particular  form  of 
heart  ailment  has  increased  steadily.  One  does  however  form  the 
impression  that  certifying  practitioners  tend  to  use  this  label  with 
increasing  readiness  in  cases  of  fairly  sudden  death  or  for  the  terminal 
heart  failure  in  an  elderly  person,  where  formerly  they  would  be  content 
to  use  the  vague  term  'myocarditis'  or,  perhaps  just  as  effectively,  to 
ascribe  the  death  to  'senility'.  However,  as  a  matter  of  interest  I 
will  reproduce  here  the  number  of  Borough  deaths  certified  as  due  to 
coronary  disease  during  recent  years  for  which  statistics  are  available s- 
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Regarding  the  cancer  deaths,  by  far  the  greater  number  were  due  to 
bronchial  carcinoma  (cancer  of  the  lung)  $  five  persons,  all  males,  died 
from  this  disease.  There  is  little  doubt  that  this  unpleasant  and 
almost  invariably  fatal  disease  has  become  steadily  more  common  during 
the  past  few  decades.  Each  year  the  national  statistics  show  a  steadily 
mounting  mortality  from  this  condition,  and  the  available  epidemiological 
evidence  makes  it  clear  to  the  unprejudiced  that  this  toll  of  human 
suffering  can  only  be  halted  by  a  radical  change  in  our  national  smoking 
habits.  Despite  the  positive  Government  lead  given  following  the 
publication  of  the  excellent  report  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  on 
Smoking  and  Health  and  extensive  propoganda  by  local  authorities,  it  is 
clear  that  the  majority  of  cigarette  addicts  remain  unconvinced  or,  even 
if  they  accept  the  evidence  presented  to  them,  indicate  that  they  do  not 
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wish  to  forgo  their  pleasurable  habit.  Many  still  think  that  it  is 
’too  late'  to  be  worthwhile  stopping,  which  is  not  true  as  the  available 
evidence  shows  that  however  many  years  the  smoker  has  been  addicted 
there  is  still  an  appreciable  lessening  of  the  risk  if  he  modifies  his 
consumption.  Again ,  it  is  often  pointed  out  that  our  main  responsibility 
is  to  the  younger  generation  which  has  not  yet  become  addicted.  The 
point  here,  surely,  is  that  the  example  set  by  older  people  is  not 
without  influence  and  undoubtedly  all  parents,  teachers  and  particularly 
medical  practitioners  bear  a  heavy  responsibility  in  this  matter.  For 
information,  and  to  keep  things  in  perspective,  the  number  of  deaths  of 
Marlborough  residents  from  lung  cancer  during  the  past  six  years  is 
reproduced  heres- 
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The  remaining  deaths  during  1962  were  from  unexceptional  causes 
requiring  no  special  comment  here,  with  the  following  exceptions.  There 
were  two  accidental  deaths?  a  man  of  69  was  killed  when  knocked  down  by 
a  lorry  and  a  15  year  old  boy  was  poisoned  by  Calor  gas.  There  was  one 
suicide,  a  woman  of  25  by  barbiturate  poisoning. 

Regarding  infant  deaths  and  childhood  deaths,  a  one  week  old 
illegitimate  premature  baby  died  in  another  town,  but  it  is  included  in 
our  vital  statistics  as  the  mother  was  a  Marlborough  girl,  and  a  nineteen 
months  old  boy  died  from  acute  bronchitis. 

This  leads  us  naturally  to  a  consideration  of  those  statistics 
concerned  with  birth  and  infancy  which  are  generally  regarded  as  important 
measures  of  the  healthiness  of  any  area  and  of  the  efficiency  of  its 
medical  and  social  services.  The  most  widely  known  of  these  in  the 
infant  mortality  rate,  which  measures  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants 
during  the  first  year  of  life  per  1000  live  births.  The  1962  rate  for 
the  Borough  was  11,2  which  is  very  good.  However,  as  I  pointed  out  in 
last  year’s  Report,  rates  based  on  very  small  numbers  are  of  little 
value  and  can  fluctuate  widely  from  year  to  year.  Consideration  of  the 
actual  individual  numbers  of  cases  is  more  appropriate  in  the  circumstances. 
When  this  is  done,  it  is  noted  that  this  mortality  rate  is,  in  fact, 
based  on  a  single  infant  death,  and,  as  pointed  out  in  the  previous 
paragraph,  the  illegitimate  child  concerned  was  born  prematurely  and 
died  at  the  end  of  the  first  week  of  life  in  a  city  outside  Wiltshire. 

The  live  birth  rate,  when  adjusted  to  allow  for  population  structure,  is 
20.2,  which  is  slightly  higher  than  the  County  and  National  rates.  The 
three  stillbirths,  two  of  which  were  illegitimate,  give  a  stillbirth  rate 
of  32.6  per  1000  total  births,  which  is  perhaps  on  the  high  side  but, 
again,  we  should  remember  that  rates  based  on  small  populations  will  be 
expected  to  vary  quite  widely  in  this  way  from  year  to  year.  This 
fluctuation  is  shown  quite  clearly  when  the  stillbirth  rates  for  the  past 
six  years  are  studied. 
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Regarding  this  matter  of  legitimacy,  it  will  be  seen  that  4  of  the  live 
births  were  illegitimate,  of  which  one  child  perished  in  the  new  bom 
period,  and,  in  addition,  there  were  these  two  illegitimate  pregnancies 
terminating  in  stillbirth.  The  illegitimacy  rate  of  6.5 %  of  all  births 
is  quite  a  high  one.  There  was  no  maternal  death  associated  with 
pregnancy  or  childbirth  during  the  year  1962. 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease  cases  received 
from  doctors  in  respect  of  Marlborough  residents  during  the  year  was  small, 
only  four  in  fact.  Examination  of  the  total  numbers  of  notifications 
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received  during  each  of  the  past  six  years  shows  a  biennial  variation 
which  is  due  to  the  characteristic  cyclical  incidence  of  measles. 
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There  was  a  single  tuberculosis  notification.  One  or  two  new  cases 
each  year  has  been  the  experience  of  the  Borough  in  recent  years *  as  the 
following  figures  show. 
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It  is  interesting  to  review  at  this  stage  the  total  number  of  persons 

resident  in  the  Borough  who  are  still  listed  on  the  Register  of  Tuberculosis 
Cases  kept  by  the  Public  Health  Department.  This  includes  details  of 
all  those  persons  who  have  been  notified  at  some  time  as  suffering  from 
pulmonary  or  other  forms  of  tuberculosis*  and  who  have  not  subsequently 
been  removed  from  the  Register  as  a  result  of  permanent  cure*  death  or 
leaving  the  district.  There  were  32  persons  on  this  register  at  31 st 
December^  1962*  22  malos  and  10  females.  In  17  of  these  cases  the 

disease  affected  the  lungs*  in  the  remaining  15  other  parts  of  the  body 
were  concerned*  the  site  infected  being  the  glands  of  the  neck  in  12  of 
these. 


Regarding  the  prevention  of  infectious  disease  by  artificial 
immunisation*  the  major  advance  seen  in  1 962  was  the  widespread  introd¬ 
uction  of  immunisation  against  poliomyelitis  using  the  new  oral  type  of 
vaccine  developed  by  Sabin.  Although  poliomyelitis  has  not  reached  the 
epidemic  proportions  seen  during  some  recent  years*  it  is  still  an  ever 
present  threat  which  may  effect*  and  often  appears  to  select*  the  young 
and  fit  adult*  and  we  quite  naturally  fear  it  especially  because*  although 
it  may  not  choose  to  kill  us,  it  may  leave  us  permanently  confined  to  a 
wheelchair  or  to  the  living  death  of  utter  dependance  upon  others  implied 
by  life  in  an  "iron  lung" ,  There  is  now  no  need  for  anyone  between 
the  ages  of  six  months  and  forty  years*  to  be  exposed  unprotected  to 
this  risk.  The  Ministry  of  Health  has  arranged  for  ample  supplies  of 
the  new  oral  vaccine  to  be  made  available  to  all  persons  in  this  group. 

The  administration  of  the  vaccine  is  absurdly  simple  and  involves  no 
possibility  of  pain  or  distress  to  parent  or  child.  The  dose  of  three 
drops  of  vaccine  is  taken  quite  simply  on  a  lump  of  ordinary  household 
sugar  or*  for  a  baby,  in  a  teaspoonful  of  syrup.  There  is  no  unpleasant 
taste  and  no  after-effects  at  all  are  experienced.  A  full  primary  course 
consists*  at  present,  of  three  doses  given  at  intervals  of  four  to  eight 
weeks.  In  addition,  those  schoolchildren  up  to  the  age  of  12  years  who 
have  already  received  protection  by  the  injected  "Salk"  vaccine  are  able 
to  receive  their  reinforcing  fourth  dose  by  this  simple  oral  method. 

The  protection  afforded  is  safe  and  reliable  and  each  batch  of  vaccine 
is  carefully  tested  for  the  Medical  Research  Council  before  being  issued. 
Unlike  the  injected  "Salk"  vaccine  used  previously,  the  "Sabin"  oral 
vaccine  can  be  used  during  an  epidemic  of  poliomyelitis  to  "block"  the 
spread  of  the  disease  producing  virus  throughout  the  community.  The 
number  of  cases  of  poliomyelitis  in  England  and  Wales  was  lower  in  1 962 
than  it  had  been  for  nearly  half  a  century*  but  the  number  is  still 
appreciable;  272  confirmed  cases*  of  which  212  were  associated  with 
paralysis.  Our  efforts  must  not  be  relaxed  therefore*  and  it  is  unwise 
to  wait  for  an  epidemic  before  obtaining  protection*  which  might  well  be 
too  late.  Anyone  in  the  priority  group  who  has  not  yet  received 
protection  against  poliomyelitis*  should  resolve  to  make  arrangements  to 
receive  it  without  further  delay.  Regarding  the  present  position  in  the 
Borough*  the  statistics  show  that  a  total  of  214  young  people  under  the 
age  of  21  completed  a  primary  course  of  immunisation  against  poliomyelitis 
by  injection*  the  oral  route*  or  a  combination  of  the  two*  during  1962, 
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and  another  94  schoolchildren  had  a  4th  (booster)  dose  by  means  of  the 
oral  vaccine. 

In  our  delight  in  new  medical  advances  *  we  must  never  forget  the 
horrors  of  the  relatively  recent  past  which  still  lurk  in  the  background 
ready  to  attack  if  our  vigilance  slackens.  Diphtheria,  a  disease  of 
which  must  of  our  younger  adults  have  no  practical  experience;  and  often 
no  knowledge,  is  still  a  force  to  be  reckoned  with.  In  England  and  Wales 
19  confirmed  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,,  and  it  still  causes  a 
high  mortality.  The  number  of  deaths  in  England  and  Wales  due  to  this 
infection  during  recent  years  are  indicative  of  this  point  2- 
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Immunisation  against  this  disease  is  now  generally  carried  out  during 
early  infancy  in  combination  with  protection  against  pertussis  (whooping 
cough)  and  tetanus  (lockjaw);  the  protection  afforded  against  the  latter 
disease  being  especially  important  in  a  predominantly  rural  area  such  as 
this.  The  statistics  show  that  21  of  the  89  children  born  in  the  Borough 
during  1962  completed  a  primary  course  of  immunisation  against  these 
three  diseases.  However,  some  of  these  children  would  be  too  young  to 
be  expected  to  have  had  a  complete  course  by  the  end  of  1962;  and  it  is 
more  useful  to  consider  how  the  75  children  bom  in  the  previous  year 
(1961)  have  fared.  In  this  respect  we  shall  have  to  confine  our  remarks 
to  diphtheria  injections;  as  statistics  concerning  triple  antigen 
protection  were  not  available  last  year;  but,  it  can  safely  be  assumed 
that  the  vast  majority,  if  not  all5  who  had  diphtheria  protection  had, 
in  fact,  the  "triple"  antigen.  Of  these  75  ( 1 96 1 )  children  the  statistics 
suggest  that  16  had  a  complete  course  of  primary  immunisation  against 
diphtheria  in  1961,  and  a  further  55  during  1962;  giving  a  total  of  71? 
that  is  95$:-  a  very  satisfactory  figure. 

Nor  must  we  forget  vaccination  against  smallpox.  Although  the 
value  of  infantile  vaccination  has  been  a  subject  of  much  debate  during 

the  past  year;  the  consensus  of  opinion  seems  to  be  that  it  is  of 

definite  value  and  should  be  continued.  Of  the  89  children  bom  in  the 

Borough  during  the  year,  the  statistics  suggest  that  51  were  vaccinated, 

a  goodly  percentage  (57$)  in  view  of  the  fact  that  many  bom  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  would  have  been  too  young,  and  also  the  changing 
policy  regarding  the  best  time  to  receive  this  protection,  15  to  18 
months  being  the  age  now  favoured  in  this  Health  Authority  area.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  also  that  1174  revaccinations  (all  ages)  were  made 
during  the  year,  compared  with  only  97  in  the  previous  year.  This  is 
no  doubt  accounted  for  partly  by  the  public  concern  early  in  the  year 
about  the  amount  of  imported  smallpox  entering  the  country,  and  with  the 
associated  demand  for  International  Certificates  of  vaccination  for 
persons  travelling  abroad. 

During  the  year  consideration  was  given  to  the  problem  of  the  elderly, 
with  particular  reference  to  the  powers  given  to  District  Councils  under 
the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  (Amendment)  Act,  1962,  to  provide  meals 
and  recreation  for  old  people.  Enquiries  were  made  in  the  area  to 
determine  the  potential  need  for  a  mobile  meals  service  ("Meals  on  Wheels") 
for  old  people  confined  to  their  homes,  and  a  meeting  was  held  with 
representatives  of  women’s  organisations  in  the  area.  At  the  time  of 
writing  this  report  evidence  of  a  need  to  justify  organising  such  a 
service  in  the  Borough  had  not  been  forthcoming,  and  no  plans  are  in  hand 
for  further  development  in  this  field. 

A  number  of  old  people  living  alone  were  seen  during  the  year  where 
the  possibility  of  action  for  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  or  Part  III 
Accommodation  under  the  provisions  of  sec.  47  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  1948  had  been  considered,  but  in  no  case  were  all  the  criteria 
fulfilled  and  only  informal  action  was  appropriate. 
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Towards  the  close  of  the  year  interest  was  roused  both  locally  and 
nationally  by  the  decision  of  the  Minister  of  Health  announced  in 
Circular  28/62  that  he  was  now  prepared  to  approve ,  under  section  28  of 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  schemes  for  the  fluoridation  of 
public  water  supplies  in  an  effort  to  minimise  the  wastage  of  children's 
teeth  through  avoidable  decay.  This  decision  indicated  the  Minister's 
intention  that  policy  decisions  in  this  matter  should  be  for  the  local 
Health  Authorities  (County  Councils  and  County  Borough  Councils)  and  not 
for  District  Councils,  However,  it  is  important  that  all  local 
authorities  should  understand  what  is  proposed  and,  with  this  aim  in 
mind,  a  detailed  report  on  the  subject  in  all  its  aspects  was  submitted 
to  the  Council,  The  most  recent  determination  of  the  amount  of  fluoride 
in  the  Marlborough  supply  showed  a  level  of  0.3  parts  per  million,  which 
is  appreciably  below  the  optimal  level  for  good  dental  health.  There 
is  still  much  confusion  in  the  public  mind  about  the  exact  role  of 
fluoridation  and  I  would  stress  that  the  beneficial  effects  in  general 
are  limited  to  children  whose  teeth  are  still  developing  and  the  present 
generation  of  adults  can,  of  course,  expect  no  benefit  whatsoever.  It 
is  also  my  view  that  we  should  try  to  keep  this  whole  question  of  dental 
caries  in  children  in  proper  perspective.  Fluoridation  of  water 
supplies  would  undoubtedly  bring  about  an  appreciable  improvement  in  the 
dental  state  of  future  generations,  but  I  would  like  to  emphasize  the 
overriding  importance  of  moderation  in  the  consumption  of  sweets,  biscuits 
and  the  like,  especially  between  meals,  and  of  good  dental  hygiene. 
Regarding  the  latter,  my  personal  view  is  that  too  much  reliance  can 
easily  be  placed  on  the  use  of  dentifrice  and  brush.  In  my  experience 
few  children  know  how  to  use  these  correctly  and  efficiently  and  their 
indiscriminate  use  can  lead  to  damaged  teeth  and  gums.  Rinsing  the 
mouth  with  water  after  meals  and  chewing  a  portion  of  apple  last  thing 
at  night  before  retiring  are  habits  easily  acquired  and  probably  more 
reliable  than  the  indifferent  brushing  of  the  teeth  in  a  manner  more 
appropriate  to  the  polishing  of  footwear. 

I  would  like  to  conclude  these  introductory  remarks  by  expressing 
my  thanks  to  all  members  of  the  Borough  Council  staff  for  their 
helpfulness  on  numerous  occasions,  to  my  Clerical  Assistant,  Miss  G.M. 
Boswell,  for  her  unfailing  enthusiasm  and  more  especially  for  the 
attention  she  has  devoted  to  the  preparation  of  this  Report,  and  to 
Dr.  F.J.G.  Lishman,  who  acts  as  my  Deputy  whenever  it  is  necessary  for 
me  to  be  away  from  the  district. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 


H.I.  LOCKETT , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


June, 
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Staff  of_  the  Public  Health  Department 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
Clerk  (M.O.H.  Office) 

Clerk  (Borough  Office) 


H.I.  Lockett,  M.B.,  D.P.H., 

H.C.  Yeoman,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I., 
R.H.  West,  A.R.S.H, ,  M.A.P.H.I., 
Miss  G.M.  Boswell, 

Mrs.  I.  Holbrook. 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  in  a  similar  capacity  for  the 
three  Rural  District  Councils,  Amesbury,  Pewsey  and  Marlborough  and 
Ramsbury.  These  combined  districts  have  a  population  of  60,340  and 
an  area  of  235  289  acres.  They  have  appointed  a  Joint  Committee,  the 
East  Wiltshire  United  Districts  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  Committee, 
to  deal  with  all  matters  relating  to  the  office  of  medical  officer  of 
health.  The  Medical  Officer  also  performs  duties  for  the  Wiltshire 
County  Council  under  the  National  Health  Service,  Education  and  Mental 
Health  Acts. 

The  office  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  is  combined  with  that 
of  Borough  Surveyor,  and  his  Assistant  is  likewise  Assistant  Borough 
Surveyor . 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  « . .  .  t  .  . . .  . . . 

Population.  Registrar  General's  nid-year  estimate 
Plumber  of  inhabited  houses  and.  flats  . ..  . . . 

Humber  of  houses  and  flats  owned  by  the  Council 
Rateable  Value  (at  1/4/62)  . c .  . ..  . . , 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  <>  . .  . . .  .00 


1496 

565O 

1520 

531 

£79,859 

£320 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births  .  0 .  .  . .  . * . 

0  e  © 

•  co 

r:  ^ 

F. 

41 

Total 

89 

Legitimate  0 . .  c  0 . 

©co 

44 

41 

85 

Illegitimate  • < .  . . . 

00* 

4 

- 

4 

Still  Births  . ..  . » .  . .. 

e  0  0 

2 

1 

3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

•  0  # 

1 

- 

1 

Deaths  from  all  causes  . . .  . . . 

0  «  0 

34 

28 

62 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population 

e  0  e 

Crude 

15.8 

Adjusted 

20.2 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population 

0  ©  0 

11  .0 

11.8 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  Live  and  Still 

Births 

32.6 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Live  Births 

11  .2 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Total 

Births 

32.6 

Comparisons  1962 


Birth  Rate  per  1000  population 
Death  Rate  per  1000  population 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  live  b 


Marlborough 

Wiltshire 

England 

Borough 

County 

and  Wales 

20.2 

19.6 

18.0 

1 1  .8 

10.8 

11  .9 

rths  11.2 

20.7 

21  .4 

. 

- 

•  ,  . . 

. 

.  • 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ii 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  1962 


Cause  of  Death 


Hale  Penal e 


0  O  0 

0  0  0 


Tuberculosis  respiratory  ... 
Tuberculosis,  other  © .  ©  c  . © 

Syphilitic  diseases  © © ©  .  ©. 

Diphtheria o  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  © « 

looping  cough  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  ©  © . . 

Ileningococcal  infections  » © .  ©  ©  © 

Acute  poliomyelitis  ©©©  .©.  ©». 

Leasles  ©o©  o ,  ©  ©o©  ©  ©  ©  ©©o 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Ilalignant  neoplasms ,  stomach  ©©. 


M 

It 

If 


II 

II 

II 


lung 5  bronchus 


breast  o  ©  ©  o  o  © 
uterus  ©  © .  ©  ©  © 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasns 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ©».  «..  ©.. 

Diabetes  o  o  ©  ©  © •  ©  o  ©  ©©©  ©  ©  © 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system©©. 
Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ... 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

Other  heart  disease  ...  ...  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease  ...  ... 

Inf luenza  o©«  ©  ©  ©  o.©  ©  ©  ©  ©.© 

Pneumonia  ooo  ©©o  coo  o©©  ©oo 

Bronchitis ooo  ©.o  ©  ©  o  ooo  ©©© 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea©.© 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  . ©  © 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ©  ©  © 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .©. 

Congenital  malformations  ..©  ©©© 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  ©.©  ... 

All  other  accidents  ©.©  ©©.  ... 

Su icide  o©©  oo©  ©©o  .©o  oo© 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  .©. 


2 

5 


2 

5 

4 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 


2 

1 

1 


2 

1 

2 


3 

4 


1 

7 


Totals 


34 


28 


Total 


1 


3 

5 

2 

1 

3 


5 

9 

7 

2 

4 

2 

1 

2 


2 

1 

9 

1 

1 

1 


62 
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IMT-IUITI  SAT  IOTT  STATISTICS  1962 


(l)  DIPHTHERIA 5  WIIOnpniG  COUGH  A1TD  TETAHUS  IMMUUISATIOU 


Year  of  Dirth 

I 

1  , 
i  19^2 

j 

1961 

I960 

1959 

1958 

1953-57 

-  — - — — — .  - 

1948-52 

Primary 
immunisation 
completed 
during  1962. 

Diph. 

21 

55 

- 

7 

2 

11 

. . 

Wh/  c . 

21 

55 

- 

7 

2 

 \ 

6 

Tet. 

21 

55 

— 

7 

2 

12 

_ 

3 

Reinforcing 
injections 
administered 
during  1962. 

Diph. 

1 

11 

- 

2 

64 

8 

Wh/  c . 

1 

10 

- 

1 

6 

1 

Tet. 

- 

2 

12 

- 

2 

47 

4 

(2)  SMALLPOX  VAC  CUT  AT  I  OH 


Age  Group 

Under  1 

i 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

15  or  over 

Vaccinations 

5-1 

12 

6 

13 

55 

Re-vaccinations 

- 

1 

20 

321 

832 

(3)  P0LIOITYELITIS  IIT  U1TISATIOU 


Persons  Bom 

2nd  in j . 

| 

3rd  inj . 

4th  inj „ 

3  oral 

3rd  oral 
after  2 
in  jo . 

4th  oral 

1943  -  1961 

7 

100 

- 

57 

55 

94 

1933  -  1942 

— 

1 

6 

9 

24 

1 

Babies  bom  in  1962 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Others 

3 

. 

35 

_ 

18 

32 

2 

Totals 

10 

142 

- 

85 

111 

97 

(i  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  statistics  concerning 
immunisation  work  carried  out  in  the  Do rough  during  the  year) . 
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BOROUGH  OF  MARLBOROUGH 


Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  year  19.62 


Council  Offices, 

1 ,  Tho  Green, 
Marlborough. 


Telephones  Marlborough  1 1 8 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors s 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  fourteenth  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
carried  out  by  this  department.  There  have  been  no  changes  of  staff 
during  the  year. 

■  The  Report  is  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health's  Circular 
1 / 63  dated  30th  January,  1963. 


Your  obedient  servant 


II. C.  Yeoman 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  IITSPECTOR'S  VISITS 

A  total  of  769  visits  were  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
during  the  year,  and  these  are  summarised  as  follows  s~ 


Water  Supplies 
Drainage 

Moveable  Dwellings 
Factories 
Refuse  disposal 
Rodent  control 
Petroleum  installations 
Housing 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  other  Foods 

Dairies 

Food  Premises 

Improvement  Grants 

Swimming  Bath 

Shops 

Miscellaneous  sanitary  visits 
Building  Byelaws 


7 

53 

9 

37 

19 

6 

27 
30 
17 
22 
61 
32 
34 
■  4 
39 
372 


769 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 


Food  and  Drugs  Acts . 


Pood  Premises , 


Condemned  Food. 


Food  Hygiene 

Reflations . 


Heat  Inspection. 


Slaughter  of  Animals 

Act.  1933-1934. 


Milk  Regulations. 


The  following  premises  are  registered  under  Section  1 6 
of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955* 


Sale  of  Ice  Cream  31' 
Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  nil 
Manufacture  and  sale  of  Sausages 

and  preserved  Meats  5 
Pish  and  Chips  1 


Following  is  a  list  of  food  premises  within  the 
Borough  ; 


Bakehouses  3 

Butchers  5 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  12 

Dairies  1 

Fishmongers  3 

Pried  Pish  shop  1 

Greengrocers  5 

Grocers  19 

Hotels  and  Licenced  premises 

doing  catering  15 

Hotels  and  Licenced  promises 

not  catering  5 

Sweets  and  confectioners  6 


The  following  food  was  condemned  during  the  year, 
disposal  taking  place  at  the  Portfields  Tip  s 

Fresh  Meat  17  IDs. 

Tinned  Meat  172  IBs. 

Poultry  6  lhs . 


195  l^s. 


The  majority  of  the  tinned  meat  was  pork,  produced  in 
Germany  and  Yugoslavia.  The  fresh  meat  was  affected 
hy  very  extensive  Bruising  and  internal  Bleeding. 


The  number  of  inspections  during  the  year  has  Been 
maintained,  and  whilst  conditions  generally  were 
satisfactory,  it  was  necessary  to  serve  informal 
notices  in  respect  of  a  few  premises.  No  prosecutions 
were  necessary. 

There  is  no  licenced  slaughterhouse  in  the  district, 
and  therefore,  the  only  meat  inspected  was  in  the 
shops,  at  the  Butchers’  requests. 

The  numBor  of  persons  licensed  to  slaughter  animals  is 
3.  In  addition  a  Cash  Captive  Bolt  Pistol  is  Held  in 
the  office  By  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

There  are  five  licenced  dealers  in  the  Borough.  All 
premises  have  Been  regularly  inspected,  and  sampling 
carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  delegation 
agreement.  During  the  year  51  statutory  and  2 
Biological  samples  were  taken. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  five  sites  licenced  under  the 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960,  within  the  Borough.  In 
all  cases  the  owners  have  complied  with  the  conditions  imposed  on  their 
licences.  The  three  sites  which  were  licenced  for  only  one  year  were  all 
cleared  on  the  expiration  of  thoir  licence. 

HOUSING 


Council  Housing  This  year  saw  the  start  of  development  again  on  the  St . 

Margarets  Mead  Estate,  the  first  for  four  years.  Eight 

2  -  bedroom  houses  were  started  and,  although  not  completed 
by  the  end  of  the  year,  should  be  ready  for  occupation 
ea.rly  in  1963.  Approval  has  also  boon  received  from  the 
Minister  of  Housing  .and  Local  Government  for  the  erection 
of  a  further  four  2  bedroom  and  two  3  bedroom  houses,  and 

3  Old  Peoples  Bungalows. 


Private  Housing  Only  nine  dwellings  wore  completed  during  the  year.  With 

four  of  these  completing  the  development  of  the  Manton 
Hollow  Estate,  and  the  other  five  all  being  cases  of  "in 
filling",  it  has  again  shovm  the  very  acuto  need  for  more 
building  land  if  there  is  to  be  any  expansion  of  the  Borough. 


Housing 

Consolidated 

Regulations 


Improvement 

Grants . 


The  information  called  for  in  Article  31  of  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations  1 925  s  is  set  out  below  s 

(1)  Number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  wore 

considered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were 
remedied  in  consequence  of  informal  action 

by  the  Local  Authority  or  thoir  Officers.  2 

(3)  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local 
Authority  with  a  view  to  (a)  the  serving  of 
notices  requiring  the  execution  of  works  or 

(b)  the  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders.  Nil 

(4)  The  number  of  notices  requiring  the  execution 

of  works .  Nil 

(5)  The  number  of  houses  which  wore  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices.  Nil 

(6)  The  number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders.  Nil 

(7)  The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an 
undertaking  was  accepted  undor  subsection  (2) 

of  section  19  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930.  Nil 

(8)  The  number  of  houses  demolished.  Nil 

During  1962,  seventeen  applications  were  received,  the 
details  of  which  are  as  follows  s 


!  Applications  Received 

Granted 

Amount 

Discretionary 

i  8 

j 

8 

£1,590 

Standard 

! 

9 

9 

£1,335 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


The  weekly  collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse  has  continued  satisfactorily 
with  a  twice  weekly  collection  for  hotels  and  cafes. 

A  new  area  for  tipping  was  brought  into  use  during  the  year,  and  a  start 
was  made;  with  the  materials  available,  on  sealing  and  tidying  the  old  tip. 

There  was  a  slight  drop  in  the  amount  of  salvage  collected  compared  with 
last  year.  Although  we  have  managed  to  sell  all  our  waste  paper  it  has  become 
increasingly  difficult  to  get  the  mills  to  accept  it,  and  the  price  paid  for  it 
is  continually  being  reduced .  Should  this  trend  continue  the  whole  question  of 
salvage  may  have  to  be  reviewed. 

The  .amounts  of  waste  paper  collected  during  the  past  four  years  are  ?- 

1959  96  tons  12  cwts.  1961  92  tons  12  cwts. 

1960  85  "  0  "  1962  88  "  6  " 


PETROLEUM 


At  the  end  of  1962  there  were  25  licenced  installations.  One  petroleum 
installation  and  one  petroleum  spirit  store  were  closed  during  the  year,  and 
the  tanks  rendered  harmless.  The  testing  of  tanks  over  20  years  old  has 

continued . 


DRAINAGE  AND  SANITATION 

The  main  sewage  disposal  works  in  Elcot  Lane  continues  to  function 
satisfactorily.  Occasional  difficultios  have  been  experienced  in  maintaining 
a  good  effluent,  due  to  the  effect  of  trade  wastes,  and  a  system  of  re¬ 
circulation  has  been  introduced. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

There  were  40  complaints  in  1962,  all  except  5  from  private  houses. 
Disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Borough  Foreman  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector. 

FACTORIES 

37  inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  and  the  details  are  set  out  in 
the  appendix  to  this  report. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  undertaking  was  administered  by  this  Council  for  only  the  first 
three  months  of  the  year.  As  from  the  1st  April  on  the  direction  of  the 
Minister,  the  undertaking  became  part  of  the  re-formed  Swindon  Corporation 
undertaking.  All  the  remarks  below  relate  to  the  period  ending  31 st  March. 

The  supply  continued  to  be  very  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and  quality. 
Three  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  of  the  water  going  into  supply,  and 
in  all  cases  there  was  "no  evidence  of  pollution".  No  contamination  or 
plumbo-solvent  action  has  taken  place.  The  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough 
supplied  by  a  piped  supply  is  1 67 3 s  whilst  approximately  15  are  still  supplied 
by  standpipes . 


PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATII 


The  open  air  Bath  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily  in  1962,  and  no 
adverse  samples  were  reported.  The  Bath  was  open  to  the  Public  from  9th  May 
to  9th  September. 
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APPENDIX 


I  361 

FACTORIES  ACTE,  t 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  13DICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1 962  FOE  THE  BOROUGH 


OF  1 1AELBOROU GII  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WILTSHIRE 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act5  19^61 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


1  -  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
"by  Public  Health  Inspectors)  . 


Premises 


j(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2,3, 
4  and  6  are  to  he  enforced  by 

I  I/O  cal  Au  t  nor  i  ties.................. 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 

j  the  Local  Authority  . . . . 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers'  promises). 


Tot  al  • .  • .  e .  c 


;  Number 
on 


Number  of 


■  .  ,  /Inspections  {Written  .  Occupiers 

{Register  . 


(2) 


(3) 


Notices  prosecuted! 


(4) 


(5) 


-r -  — ■ 


r 


50 


34 


... 


t 


2  -  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  promises  on  two,,  three  or  more  separate 
occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,,  throe  or  more  "cases"). 


Particulars 


<0 

.Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

pvercrowding  ( 3 . 2 )  ...... 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  . 

inadequate  ventilation 

(s.4)  .0.... 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 


Found 

(2) 

1 


Remedied 

(3) 

1 


To  I-I.M?eferrSy  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 


(4) 


(5) 


r* 


i- 


! 

i 

-+*—  ■  — 


Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 


T" 


15 


*■  ’  - 

•  • .  .  :'ioa&teL^ 


■  ■  '■ 


. 


- 


■ 


. 


' 


' ) 


-  ■  •  • 


t  .  .  8 


•  . 

"  tl ) 


' 


.  = 


■  -■■  ■■  :  .  ;  ■■  ‘ 


,  . 


■ 

•  ' 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 


Referred 


Particulars 


i  Pound  :  Remedied  To  II  .M 


By  H.M. 


Number  of  i 
j  Cases  in  which  j 
prosecutions  | 
were  instituted! 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Inspector 

(4) 

Inspector 

(5) 

(6) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

flOOrS  (  S  •  *90090  9  0  9  9 

1 

_ 

_ 

. 

. "  . 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7' 
(a)  Insufficient  ...... 

3 

2 

- 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defect iv e  oonooooo# 

_ 

_ 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

Sexes  9*000000090«* 

  -  - 

. 

.  . 

. 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Out- 

W  0  rk  )  ..O.O0C6..OO..OO.O 

_ 

Potal  o  ©  e  o  o  • 

4 

3 

- 

I  33  o/k-cL  )  3  h- 

PART  VIII  OP  THE  ACT  (Sections  I^=4e==±fl) 
reference  Outworkers  - 

NIL  RETURN. 
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